Katsuda Strike June 10, 1960 


The strike began on April the 4th and as of this date it is still 
One Since the beginning of the strike a number of things have been 
proven to the people of this valley and one of the most important 
is that the Union is very much concer d with the weffare of the 
field worker. 
The basic progress made concering the bracero situation is that 
the bracero now feels that the Assn's are not the powerful giants 
that they thought them to be. Nationasl are more independent of the 
likes and dislikes of the bosses, the coneesioners and the field foremen. 
The Lacal workers kre havéng a field day in the find'g of work 
a good number of farmers are now seeking more locals and paying them 
a $1-00 ~$1-20-§ 1.25 an hour for there work. Most of these are very 
afraid of the Union and want no prt of having a dispute on their hands. 
Jap farmers are“now paying thekr year round workers from 15 to 25 cents 
more an hour as of the 4th of April. Conditions on the farms are better 
the field foreman are more considerate of the workers, Wemen are finding 
more employment in this valley. More of them are going into field work 
oncé againe 
Avout a month ago the last National left the farm Packing Sheds 
and most small sheds don't have nationais working in the hawvesting any 
longer.The Ventura County farm Labor Ass'n has merged with the Oxnard 
Plains Ass'n , this is to the advantage of the Ass'ns but the Ags'n is 
now paying a greater rental because of thise Supervisor Carty 6f this 
County was opposed by Voujvich A big farmer in Oxnard because of this. 
Carty is part owner of the land in which the Farm Ass'n is one He is 


puting the squeeze on the Ass'n for a bigger cut of the profit. 


The teamsters are in the process of signing up the jap sheds in the 
areas The moral of the workers is very high and are impatient for a big 
"PUSH" by the AWOC. 

The growers in citrus are jush waiting to see what is hme coing 
to happen to theme 

The Union has made this county very aware of it's existences and 
we have a very large percentage of the psople on our side. Daily we 
recive calls by navy personal, students Ete.Etc. to the picket line. 

Some give us advice others promise to talk to their friends about 
the injustices of the bracero program and some walk the line with us. 

The farm placement service has conducted a wage survey that promises 
to bring the sacle up from 857 to $1.00 . This was done on the insistence 
of Eddie Perez and myself, but the Farm Labor Ass'ns have already tried 
to stop this surey from coning into effect and have held this wage 
finding from being released. 

I believe that we have bearly smxaxnikk begun to work in this valley. 
we have done no work autside of the Oxnea"’ Plain and Moorpark, Saticoy 
Santa Paula, Ojai, SespesCammarillo, Somis areas have not been touched. 

We need more personal to spread this work, The strike means very much 
to the people of Ventura County, if we pull out, the novement will firzle 
outscompletely out. Faith that takes people to the extreme(going to Jail) 
for the UNION will take years to muster up. The Lemon Sheds will notice 
this too, the Growers Ass'n will play this up to the hilt. The weak shster 
will be the (I told You So ) leader in the fields. 


John Le Soria 


